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Mrs. Carter.
[A.D.1783.
you made, which, if he be a gainer, it is fit he should repay. I beg that you will let one of your servants write an exact account of the expense of such an impression, and send it with the poem, that I may know what I engage for. I am very sensible, from your generosity on this occasion, of your regard to learning, even in its unhappiest state; and cannot but think such a temper deserving of the gratitude of those who suffer so often from a contrary disposition. I am, Sir,
'Your most humble servant,
•SAM. JOHNSONV
'To MR. CAVE.
'SIR,
[No efate'.]
' I waited on you to take the copy to Dodsley's: as I remember the number of lines which it contains, it will be no longer than JEngenio3, with the quotations, which must be subjoined at the bottom of the page; part of the beauty of the performance (if any beauty be allowed it) consisting in adapting Juvenal's sentiments to modern facts and persons. It will, with those additions, very conveniently make five sheets. And since the expense will be no more, I shall contentedly insure it, as I mentioned in my last. If it be not therefore gone to Dodsley's, I beg it may be sent me by the penny-post, that I may have it in the evening. I have composed a Greek epigram to Eliza4, and think she ought to
1 The original letter has the following additional paragraph:—' I beg-that you will not delay your answer.'
° In later life Johnson strongly insisted on the importance of fully dating all letters. After giving the date in a letter to Mrs. Thrale, he would add,—'Now there is a date, look at it' (PiasziLetters^ ii. 109); or, ' Mark that—you did not put the year to your last1 (Ib. p. 112); or,' Look at this and learn; (Ib. p. 138). She never did learn. The arrangement of the letters in the Piozzi Letters is often very faulty. For an omission of the date by Johnson in late life see post, under March 5, 1774.
3  A poem, published in   1737, of which see an account under April 30, 1773-    BOSWELL.
4 Thelearned Mrs. Elizabeth Carter. BOSWELL,  She was born Dec. 1717,
and died Feb. 19, 1806, She never married. Herfather gave heralearnecl education. Dr. Johnson, speaking of some celebrated scholar [perhaps Langton], said, ' that he understood Greek better than any one whom he had ever known, except Elizabeth Carter.' Pennington's Carter, i. 13. Writing to her in 1756 he said, ' Poor dear Cave ! I owed him much j for to him I owe that I have known you ' (Ib. p. 40). Her father wrote to her on June 25, 1738;—' You mention Johnson; but that is a name with which I am utterly unacquainted. Neither his scholastic, critical, or poetical character ever reached my ears, I a little suspect his judgment, if he is very fond of Martial1 (Ib. p. 39). Since 1734 she had written verses for the Gent. Mag. under the name of Eliza (Ib. p. 37). They are very poor. Her
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